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Part XXI. of “Cuneiform Texts from Babylonian Tablets, etc.,” contains texts 
from thirty-three bricks, five gate-sockets, nine stone tablets, one baked clay tablet, 
eleven clay cones, two mace-heads, one oval stone object, four cylinder seals, one 
bronze figure, and one statue. 


The texts here reproduced were inscribed for kings, rulers, and governors 
of Babylonia, from about B.C, 3800 to Bc. 2145. They are of the grcatest 
importance for the study of Babylonian palaeography, for they illustrate the gradual 
modification of the ancient Sumerian semi-pictorial characters, and their development 
into a well-defined cuneiform script. The material given in this Part enables the 
student to distinguish between the writing of the earlicr and of the later periods of 
Babylonian pre-dynastic history, and to trace peculiarities characteristic of the great 
centres of the priestly influence and learning in various parts of the country. 
Every effort has been made to represent accuratcly the complex forms of the 
characters employed in these carly inscriptions. 


The group of texts is fully representative of the long period of history which 
it illustrates. Among the kings of whom inscriptions are published herein may 
be specially mentioncd : 

I. Sarcon, king of Agade, a city to the north of Babylon; Manisurust, 
king of Kish; Muranit, governor of Ddr-ilu; Usit-Istvar, the brother 
of an early Babylonian king; Ur-cur, king of Ur; Duner, king of Ur; 
Sin-casuip, king of Erech; Sin-Gamiz, king of Erech; Lainrr-Isurar, 
king of [sin; IsHme-Dacan, king of Isin. 

Il. Of the kings of the later dynasties of Ur: Enannapuma, Bur-Sin, 
Gamit-Sin, Nitr-Apap, Srn-IpInNnAM, and Rim-Sin. 

ITI. Kupur-MAsux, king of Elam; Gupra, king of Shirpurla; Hammurant, 
king of Babylon, and Samsu-rnuna, king of Babylon. 


These carly texts record chiefly the foundation and the rebuilding, or restoration, 
of anumber of temples dedicated to various deities, and, though the historical facts 
which they furnish are frequently meagre, their value is very great, for, with the 
exception of a few traditions embodied in writings of a very much later date, they 

constitute our only known authorities for the history of Babylonia during a 
period of nearly two thousand years, Incidentally it may be noted that the titles 
assumed by the different kings often indicate the varying cxtent of the dominions 
over which they ruled. The inscriptions, morcover, reflect the growth or decay 
of the worship of the gods and goddesses of the predynastic Babylonian pantheon in 
the cities of Ur (Mukeyyer), Nippur (Niffer), Eridu (Abt Shahrén), Erech (Warka), 
Shirpurla (Tell Loh), Sippar (Abt [labba), Larsam (Senkereh), and Babylon. | 


The copies have been made by Mr. L. W. King, M.A., F.S.A., Assistant 
in the Department. 


E. A. WALLIS BUDGE. 


DEPARTMENT OF EGYPTIAN AND ASSYRIAN ANTIQUITIES 
British Museum. 


April 8, 1905. 


CONTENTS. 


I. INSCRIPTIONS OF KARLY BABYLONIAN RULERS :— 
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king of the city”), king of Agade, engraved on a stone mace-head. The 
text records the dedication of the mace-head to Shamash, the Sun-god, in the 
city of Sippar. [91146] 


2. Inscription of Manishtusu (EY =}. <7] +EEY ~=Y), 4/7a-an-ish-tu-su), king of Kish, 
engraved on a marble mace-head. The text records the dedication of the 
mace-head to the goddess Nin-a-a. [91018] 


3. Inscription of Mutabil @>+— As EY] Saari], (2d) Mu-ta-bil), governor of 
Dir-ilu, engraved upon an oval stone object, recording victories over his 
enemies. [91084] 


4. Inscription of Ubil-Ishtar (€ =r] CFY.Q],. U-del-/shtar), the brother of an 
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Nannar, the Moon-god, in the city of Ur. From Mukeyyer. [90801]... 


7, Brick-inscription of Ur-Gur, recording the building of a temple in honour of 
Shamash, the Sun-god, in the city of Larsam. From Senkereh. [90007] 


8. Inscription of Ur-Gur, engraved upon a stone gate-socket, recording the building 
of a temple in honour of Nannar, the Moon-god, in the city of Ur. From 
Mukeyyer. [90846] 


g. Inscription of Ur-Gur, engraved upon a stone gate-socket, recording the building 
of a temple in honour of the goddess Ninlil (Bélit) in the city of Nippur. From 
Niffer. [90826] 
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10, Inscription of the period of Or-Gur, engraved upon a cylinder-seal of green 
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tl. Brick-inscription of Ur-Gur, recording the restoration of a temple in honour of 
Nannar, the Moon-god, in the city of Ur. From Mukeyyer. [90000] ... sea 2 


12. Inscription of Ur-Gur written upon clay cones, recording the restoration of a 
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13. Brick-inscription of Ur-Gur, recording the building of a temple in honour of 
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III. Inscriptions or Dunai, KING or UR: 


I. Inscription of the period of Dungi (++ <teyhy ~YYQ, (2d) Dun-gi), engraved 
upon a cylinder-seal of limestone. The seal bears a dedication to the god 
Shidlam-ta-uddua by Kilulla-guzalal and a prayer for the prosperity of Dungi, 
the king. [89013i]  ... ans igs ae PEP aes vite ah se 9 


2. Brick-inscription of Dungi, recording his name and titles. From Mukeyyer. 
[gooos] ... aes a ee iad oe sts oe hy oo .. 10 


3: Inscription of Dungi, engraved on a stone tablet, recording the restoration of 
E-anna, the temple of the goddess Ninni (Ishtar), and the rebuilding of the 
great temple-wall. [90897] ... wie ne 3 $2 asc ii ... IO-IE 


4. Brick-inscription of Dungi, recording the building of E-kharsag, a temple in the 
city of Ur. From Mukeyyer. [90278] ase ve te oi se ee TT 


IV. INSCRIPTIONS OF SIN-GASHID, KING OF ERECH :— 


1. Brick-inscription of Sin-gashid, (@»} --=YY eye - Beaay, (2c) Szn-ga-S7-2d), 
recording the restoration of E-anna, the temple of the goddess Ishtar in Frech. 
From Warka. [90267] re bg es es ihe a sit Hag 


2. Brick-inscription of Sin-gashid, recording the building of his royal palace in the 
city of Evech. From Warka, [90268] 4a ae sah ae dia sae 12 


3. Neo-Babylonian copy of an inscription of Sin-gashid, inscribed upon a baked clay 
tablet, recording the building of a temple in honour of the god lugal-banda 
and the goddess Ningul in the city of Erech. The text concludes with a record 
of the offerings dedicated tu these deities by the king, and a prayer for 
prosperity during his reign. The copy was made from a stone tablet, preserved 
in the temple of E-zida, by Nabi-baldtsu-ikbi, the son of Misirai. [91081]  ... 13-14 


4 and 5. Inscriptions of Sin-gashid from clay cones recording the building of a 
temple in honour of the god Lugal-banda and the goddess Ningul in the city of 
Erech. |o1150, 91151] aoe ahs ise as cee see ate w. U§—17 


V. INSCRIPTION OF THE TIME OF SIN-GamiL, Kinc or IERECH :— 


1. Inscription from a limestone tablet containing a dedication to the god 
Nergal by A-Gishdubba to ensure the preservation of the life of Sin-gamil 
(o% YL MEN RWS Coe SEEN]. (220 San-ga-mi-il), king of Erech. [91082] ... 17 


VI. INSCRIPTIONS OF LibiT-ISHTAR, KING OF ISIN -— 
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and 2. Inscriptions of Libit-Ishtar G@> -gEEW 2% Eeaay CFYQY, (lu) Li-dit-ce- 
fshtar)}, from clay cones recording the building of a temple in honour of the 
goddess Ninni (Ishtar). [30063, 30066] 


VIL INSCRIPTIONS OF ISHME-DAGAN, KING OF ISIN = 


1 and 2. Brick-inscriptions of Ishme-Dagan (+ SXYY J» LE EW eke, (il) Ish-me- 


VIIL 
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wo 


g. 


(iu) Da-gan), containing the name and titles of the king. From Mukeyyer. 
[9020T, 90173] ... o 


INSCRIPTIONS OF KINGS OF UR :— 


. Brick-inscription of Enannaduma (> <Y SAY EY, Au-an-na-du-ma), the son 


of Ishme-Dagan (sec plate 20 f), recording his name and titles. From 
Mukeyyer. [90166] 


. Inscription of Enannaduma from a clay cone, recording the building of temples. in 


honour of Utu (Shamash), the Sun-god, that the god might preserve the life of 
Gungunum, the king of Ur. From Mukeyyer. [30062] ... 


. Brick-inscription of Bur-Sin (-y- (> -- ~TL EN, (2/0) Bur-(il) Sin), recording 


his name and titles. T'rom Abi Shahrén. [90034] he a 


. Brick-inscription of Bur-Sin, recording the naming of an image of himself. From 


Mukeyyer. [90811] 


. Brick-inscription of Bur-Sin, recording the erection of a “deep” (su-ab or apsi), 


Zé. a large basin or laver, in honour of the god Enki (Ea). From Abit Shahrén 
and Mukeyyer. [90056] 


. Inscription of Gamil-Sin @-} EY =}. -TL -= YY, (dz) Gamiil-(2lu) Sin) from a 


stone gate-socket, recording the building of a temple in honour of the goddess 
Annunitum. [90844]... 


. Inscription of Gamil-Sin from a cylinder-seal of shell, recording his name and 


titles and the name and gencalogy of the engraver. [91023] 


. Inscription of NOr-Adad (-b =f OEY > ott, (cla) Nu-ur-(lu) Adad), from 


a clay cone, recording the building of temples in honour of the god Nannar and 
the goddess Ningal, From Mukeyyer. [30070] ... 


Part of an inscription of Sin-idinnam (- ~Y -EyY se [YS (24) Stuei- 
din-nan), from a clay cone. [30215] F on site aes re a7 


10. Inscription of Rim-Sin CRY tb HILT, Ad-(le) Sin) from a bronze figure of 


the king, containing a dedication to the goddess Ninni (Ishtar) of the city of 
Khallab, to ensure the preservation of his own life and that of his father Kudur- 
Mabuk. The text also records the king’s building operations and ends with a 
prayer to the goddess. [91144] 


TX, INSCRIPTION OF KubpUR-MABUK, KING Or ELAM :— 


I. 


Brick-inscription of Kudur-Mabuk (JE} S4Y YY EY + sacar, Ku-du-ur-Ma-bu-wh), 
the son of Simti-Shilkhak (FY Qt ~]< <f— DESY WC Yeh, Se-cen-te-Shi-il- 
kha-ak) recording the building of a temple in honour of Nannar, the Moon-god, 
to ensure the preservation of his own life and that of his son Rim-Sin. From 
Mukeyyer. [90032] 
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X. INSCRIPTIONS OF GUDEA, KING OF SHIRPURLA :— 


1~7. Inscriptions of Gudea (Tey ECKKY YY, Gu-de-a), from bricks, limestone tabicts, 
and gate-sockets, recording the building and restoration of temples in the city 
of Shirpurla. From Tell Loh. [90290, gt007, 96045, 90289, 90288, 90849, 
90831] dios is ae we tie wes Wise ay itid : 


XI. INSCRIPTIONS OF HAMMURABI, KING OF BABYLON :—~ 


1. Inscription of Hammurabi (Wk >a 8 EXYY rt, Kha-am-mu-ra-bi) from part of 
a statue of black basalt inscribed with a hymn written both in Sumerian 
and Babylonian, to celebrate the greatness of Hammurabi’s reign, [90842] 


2. Inscription of Yammurabi from a’ limestone tablet, recording the building of a 
temple in honour of the goddess Ninni (Ishtar) in the city of Khallab. [90939] 


3. Inscription of IYammurabi from a limestone tablet, recording the building of a 
temple in honour of Shamash, the Sun-god, in the city of Larsam. [91076] ... 


XII. INSCRIPTION OF SAMSU-ILUNA, KING OF BABYLON :— 


1, Inscription of Samsu-iluna (¥y Samy EY] FE TEM -<Y. Sa-aie-su-z-lu-na) from a 
limestone tablet, commemorating the king’s building operations. The text 
records the rebuilding of the fortress of Ddr-Zakar,in Nippur, in honour of 
‘the goddess Nin-khar-sag, of the fortress Diir-padda, in honour of the god 
Adad, the fortress Dfir-lagaba, in honour of Sin, the Moon-god, the fortress 
Dir-Iabugani, in honour of the god Lugal-diri-tugab, and the fortresses 
Dér-Gula-diru and Dar-usi-ana-Urra, in honour of the god Nergal, all of which 
had been built by Sumula-ilu, Samsu-iluna’s great-great-great grandfather. 
The text ends with a record of the king’s achievements, and enumerates the 
four gifts which the gods in their joy bestowed upon him, zz, life, peace, 
contentment, and joy of heart. [91083] 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF UR-GUR, 
KING OF UR. 


BRICK OF UR-GUR. © 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF UR-GUR, 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF UR-GUR, 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF UR-GUR, 
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> 3. Nos. 80058, 30075 and 30076 mH 


4. Nos. 30058 and 30075 IY. 5. Nos. 30075 and 
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1 The end of the sign Pe99) is restored from 90277. 
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1. No sign is wanting at the end of this fine, 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF KINGS OF 
ISIN AND UR. 


BRICK OF ISHME-DAGAN. 
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Nos. 90163, 90764, 90165, 90167 and 90768. 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF KINGS OF UR. 


BRICK OF BUR-SIN. - 
90034. 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF KINGS OF UR. 


BRICK OF BUR-SIN. 
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1. The sign is partly restored from the duplicate 
No. 90039. 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF KINGS OF UR. 


GATE SOCKET OF GAMIL-SIN. 
90844. . 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF KINGS OF UR. 


CONE OF NUR-ADAD. 
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1. The first sign in I. 5 and 11 is probably S1ba, not Sag. 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF KINGS OF UR. 


BRONZE FIGURE OF RIM-SIN. 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF KINGS OF UR. 


BRONZE FIGURE OF RIM-SIN. 





3 PLATE 38. 
INSCRIPTION OF KUDUR-MABUK, 
KING OF ELAM. — 


BRICK OF KUDUR-MABUK. 
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1. 91008 and 91060 BY. 2. 97008 1, 91008 ERS . 
mdi] 3. 91008 SE}. 91060 BEE 

4, 41060 ee | @ 0. The scribe 
of 91060 has omitted a wedge by 
mistake, and reads EB. 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF HAMMURABI, 


KING OF BABYLON. 


LIMESTONE TABLET OF HAMMURABI. 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF HAMMURABI, 


KING OF BABYLON. 


LIMESTONE TABLET OF HAMMURABI. 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF HAMMURABI, 
_ KING OF BABYLON. 


LIMESTONE TABLET OF HAMMURABI. 
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KING OF BABYLON. 


LIMESTONE TABLET OF HAMMURABI. 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF SAMSU-ILUNA, 
KING OF BABYLON. 


LIMESTONE TABLET OF SANSU-ILUNA. 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF SAMSU-ILUNA, 
KING OF BABYLON. 


LIMESTONE TABLET OF SAMSU-ILUNA. 
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LIMESTONE TABLET OF SAMSU-ILUNA. 
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